Handbook of Clinical Neurology (Series Editors
In the 15 years since the predecessor of this volume appeared in the Handbook of Clinical Neurology series (Vol. 9, 1970, Multiple Sclerosis and Other Demyelinating Diseases) , the field of multiple sclerosis (MS) has undergone several mutations, has burgeoned both diagnostically and academically, and is today represented in several disciplines at the cutting edge of the neurological sciences. The present volume is an exceedingly timely publication in that the major questions are well identified, technological advances appear to have reached a plateau, and our images of the clinical and pathologic parameters have stabilized sufficiently for the compilation of a broad montage which should remain a major reference until the end of the century. Detailed perusal of this splendidly bound and reproduced volume reveals a welcome blend of new and old (i.e. represented also in Vol. 9) contributors with both clinical and basic leanings. Sadly, several of the original contributors are no longer with us although their influence permeates several chapters, particularly those related to pathogenesis.
The book begins with a state-of-the-art treatise by Waxman on the structure and function of myelinated fibers. As anticipated, this chapter delves heavily into physiology, a theme extensively elaborated upon in the following chapter by Kocsis and Waxman which combines actual recordings from demyelinated fibers and computer analyses. There then follows an eloquent review by Kelly on the current knowledge of the clinical aspects of multiple sclerosis. This includes some insights into CAT scans and NMR images, information not available when Vol. 9 was prepared. Clearly presented are clinical criteria for the diagnosis of the various forms of MS and their prognostic values. The immunologic parameters of cerebrospinal fluid in MS receives a thorough, lengthy coverage by Tourtetlotte who discusses, sometimes non-critically, most of the references on work on this CNS compartment. A table showing a typical CSF profile for MS is given which is very helpful. Three sound chapters then follow, one on pathophysiology (Chiappa et al.) , one on management (S. Poser), and one on drug treatment (Mertin). An insightful chapter by Prineas (who in Vol. 9 wrote on the etiology of MS) then outlines in meticulous detail the putative changes leading up to demyelination and remyelination in the MS plaque. This coverage, according to Kelly in Chapter 3, is truly 'exhaustive'. The documented attention to detail and speculation that lesion growth might involve damage to new myelin and proliferated oligodendrocytes smack of an author extremely familiar with the problem. However, the frequent reference to the number and types of plaques studied, as if to give statistical weight, is a distracting
